
The Civil War adventures of this husband-&-wife guerilla team  
are filled with shoot-outs and revenge killings.   
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him in the leg one day when he met him on the road between the 
Globe and Blowing Rock. (8) 

 

 

 

Many members of Blalock's adopted family, the Coffeys, had Confederate sympathies. Two of Austin's 
brothers, William and Reuben, were members of the Home Guard.  Blalock and a fellow bushwhacker 

 

 

 

 

Keith and Malinda hid out on Grandfather Mountain.  



named Perkins captured William and escorted him to a local gristmill owned by James Gragg. (One source 
mentions that Blalock had had problems getting his corn ground because Gragg was a Confederate sym-
pathizer.) When Blalock and Perkins reached the mill with Coffey, they made Coffey straddle a bench. Per-
kins shot and killed him. One source indicates that Blalock and Perkins had spent several nights with 
Coffey before they killed him. One can only speculate as to the circumstances leading to this incident. 
Coffey may have sheltered Blalock, regardless of his political leanings, because he was a relative. A quar-
rel may have broken out over their differences and led to the killing. Another possibility is that Coffey was 
held for several days against his will and then shot. (13) 

Raid on the Moore house 

Ill feelings were present between Blalock and James D. Moore, the Confederate officer who originally re-
cruited him. Moore considered Blalock a deserter and a traitor. In the spring of 1864 Moore was at home  in 
the Globe, recovering from a wound he received at Gettysburg. Blalock, along with his men and Malinda, 
attacked the Moore house. A shoot-out resulted with Carroll Moore, James' father, receiving an injury. 
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Perhaps as a result of these killings and unrest, a portion of Colonel A.C. Avery's battalion under Captain 
James Marlow came into the area early in 1865. Some sources refer to this group as the Home Guard rather 
than as part of the regular army. The group consisted of Confederates, regardless of their designation. Mar-
low's company came through Coffey's Gap and arrived at Austin Coffey's house on February 26th. They ar-
rested Thomas Wright, a relative of Coffey. John Boyd, one of Marlow's men, said to the captain, "Why don't 
you arrest Austin Coffey? He's a Union man, and he has kept and fed Union soldiers." Marlow gave Boyd per-
mission to arrest Coffey. Coffey's son, David, recalls, "My father was standing at the side of the house talking 
to my mother, but he never finished what he was saying to her. Boyd and his men came up [and] arrested 
him." A man named Johnson was also at Coffey's house.  He was a recruiting officer for George Kirk. Before 
Marlow and his men arrived, Johnson had left for McCaleb Coffey's house, which was nearby. After Marlow 
left Austin's house, Wright's wife and Austin's wife ran to McCaleb's house to warn them. Johnson fled and 
was fired upon by Marlow's men but he escaped. Most of the group then pursued him. John Boyd, along with 
a few other men, went inside McCaleb's house and found Sampson Calloway. Calloway was recovering from 
the wound he had received earlier when Blalock had raided Lott Green's house. Calloway was left alone and 
Boyd and his men went on their way. 

Austin Coffey and Thomas Wright were taken to a location between Blowing Rock and Shulls Mills. David 
Coffey details the fate of Austin, 

 

the woods. (17) 
 
Revenge on John Boyd 
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I was just a small boy then, and like a boy I knew little of diplomacy. I had heard that Blalock 
intended to get Boyd, but I did not think of it at the time. He came home that morning and told 
our mother something. From her agitation and the way she walked the floor afterwards, I real-
ize now that he must have told her he was going to get Boyd. Keith came out of the house, and 
asked our brother-in-law, Tom Wright, to go with him to the Globe, as Keith's dog had a deer 
at bay down there.  He said this, of course, because several bystanders who overheard him 
would  have prevented his going had they known his real purpose, but I blurted  out,  "Why 
Keith, you haven't got a dog.” Keith gave me a look I'll never forget, and then he and Tom left 
for the Globe.  

 

Blalock was indicted for John Boyd's murder and sent to the Prov-
ost Marshal in Morganton. He was also examined before a Judge 
Mitchell in Statesville. Blalock testified that the murder was com-
mitted in self-defense since Boyd struck him first. Blalock was par-
doned by the governor before he went to trial. As for Austin's kill-
ers, a grand jury found true bills against them and they were 
brought to trial in Watauga County. The outcome is uncertain 
since the court records burned in a courthouse fire but tradition 
says they were acquitted. (18) 

The remainder of their lives 

 

Around 1892, Blalock and Malinda moved to Texas. They returned 
about 1901 to Mitchell County where Malinda died in 1903. 
Blalock married Martha Holifield in 1908. In July 1913, he was se-
riously injured when he  was driving a  railroad  push car and 
wrecked near Pineola. He lived about a month after the accident 
and died August 11, 1913. Keith and Malinda Blalock are both 
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John Boyd is buried in the Tolbert cemetery not 

far from where he was killed near the Globe. 


